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blocking Web 2.0 tools

in schools: creating a

new digital divide

During the past year, I attended several school library conferences that had 21st-century

themes. However, at plenary and workshop sessions, I heard a number of stories from

teacher-librarians about their schools' blocking students' and faculty's use of any Web

2.0 tools. I have also read similar stories in blog postings.
These-are not the old stories of the filtering of harmful web sites but rather the whole-

sale blocking of essential Web 2.0 applications, even those created for teacher profes-

sional development.
These stories are disconcerting and frustrating.

Although I understand that some school districts (because of fear of litigation) choose

to block some Web 2.0 sites, such as MySpace, Facebook, and YouTube, blocking access

to collaborative tools, such as wikis, blogs, Flickr, Google Does, and Del.icio.us, is absurd

and harmful to teaching and learning. Such blanket blocking of Web 2.0 sites by district

and school technology administrators prevents the effective use of technology in

teaching, the acquisition of vital 21st-century literacy skills by students, and the profes-

sional development of teaching staff.

We now have a new digital divide-between, on one side, students and teachers who

have access to the tools of 21st-century learning and, on the other, those who have that

access blocked. Too many schools prevent students from using the tools that these same

students use outside school-tools that can engage and excite them to meaningful
learning.

Too many of our schools cannot teach students to evaluate information and make

good choices, because so much of what students would instinctively access is blocked.

Preventing teachers from using collaborative tools and social networking sites for their

professional development harms their professional growth and slows the adoption of new

methodologies.

As teacher-librarians, we need to press our principals, our technology administrators,

our district superintendents, and our school boards to provide the type of web access
necessary for 21st-century teaching and learning. We need to show decision makers

exemplars of the fine work and outstanding practices that are occurring in schools that

have such access. We need to educate decision makers and change their minds about

filtering collaborative tools and sites. We need to lobby for district-acceptable use policies

that explicitly state that students are using Web 2.0 tools, and we need to provide

examples of the proper use of these tools. By advocating for such Web 2.0 access, we can

help to create the information-rich environment that students and teachers need.

This issue of Teacher Librarian brings new columnists and new feature columns. The

article "Hear and Now: Connecting Outstanding Audiobooks to Library and Classroom

Instruction," by Sharon Grover and Lizette Hannegan (see p. 17), serves as the introduc-

tion to their new column, Audiobooks. which will be a regular feature in each issue. As

well in this issue, Joe Sutliff Sanders takes over the Graphic Novels column. Welcome

aboard Sharon, Liz, and Joel And, of course, we continue to welcome comments and

suggestions from you, our readers, concerning the types of columns and regular features

you would like to see in Teacher Librarian.
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